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“Forbes,” a can
of 3-in-1 oil, a
manual pencil
sharpener and a
subpoena.

TIMELINE

1973: Wins seat
on city council.

1979: Announces
he’s not running
for re-election. Be-
hind the scenes he
plans to return
some day as may-
or.

2004: Daughter
Susan Cain moves
into family busi-
ness, giving Arm-
strong more time
for politics.

2004: Success-
fully ran for mayor
against incumbent
Gary Middleton.

DHNLINE
VIDED

To see video, go to
www.Victoria
Advocate.

com and click on
the story.
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BY DAVID TEWES
DTEWES@VICAD.COM

He’s a family man, a businessman and
a politician. But most of all Victoria May-
or Will Armstrong likes to think of him-
self as a team player, not a power figure.

“Power can be money,” the
68-year-old said. “Power can be hav-
ing your phone calls returned when
you call Washington. I don’t qualify
on those accounts.”
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SPEND A DAY

WITH ARMSTRONG

The neatly dressed man with white hair walked confidently, but alone into Victoria’s

City Council Chamber.

He was obviously no stranger. He made his way to the first person in the crowd. He

smiled, shook the man’s hand and exchanged greetings.

The scene was repeated over and over as he worked through the crowd that had

gathered for the sales tax board meeting. Finally, Mayor Will
Armstrong took his seat with the rest of the board just in time
for the 4 p.m. meeting to start.

Armstrong, 68, was just 6 when he moved from Austin to
Victoria with his family on July 4, 1947.

PRO

“Will never uses ‘I" whenever
he’s talking about something, It’s
‘were’” doing this. I think he truly
believes we have to work togeth-
er to get things done.”

Wife Linda Armstrong

“Will is very committed to
serving the city of Victoria. He
cares about Victoria and its fu-
ture.”

ary Middleton, former mayor
defeated by Armstrong

“The mayor is a person
who visualizes and
sees what he knows
and wants the com-
munity to be. He
works to attain those
goals and visions.”

I
Councilman Jim Wyatt

CON

“I feel like he’s dominating
the council. But he’s been very
cordial to us.”

Russell Pruitt, Citizens for
Responsible Government.

“Pleasant unless challenged.
I think his self-esteem consid-
erably outpaces his perfor-
mance.”

Jack A. Mullins, Citizens for
Responsible Government.

Q&A

WHO WAS YOUR MOST INFLUEN-
TIAL TEACHER OR MENTOR?

Banker P.K. Stubblefield, history teacher

Wilma Felger, fishing and outdoor en-

thusiast David Vest and former Mayor

Charles Carsner.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE CAUSE
AND WHY?

“My favorite cause is the city of Victoria.
I’m the mayor. That should be my fa-
vorite cause.”

His dad was from Seadrift and he wanted to be closer to . s “\’(I.(I)?ITC?-INAENL:I::IGTVI:(E);’;%SS-
home. The senior Armstrong bought a moving business- L W - ' ROADS? WHY?

es that year. bole

Armstrong eventually took over the business, while -
serving the community in various capacities. That includes
the planning commission, the city council and behind the
scenes on different committees.

“The community is powerful and I'm part of it,” said
Armstrong. “It’s the teamwork where the power
comes from, not from an individual in this day
and time in Victoria.”

When the sales tax board meeting
ended, Armstrong again worked the
crowd, biding his time before the 5
p.m. city council meeting.

SEE ARMSTRONG, A4

“I'd go back a hundred years, raise
_ taxes and repair the streets so they
wouldn’t be in such bad shape.”

ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO
Mayor Will
Armstrong
speaking at
the UHV
expansion
hearing,

2 This project is not a scientific measure of power. During a three-month period,

Advocate readers voted for candidates via e-mail, online survey, snail mail and phone.



